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(Reflection paper: Why does religion Exist)
Religion exists to identify, guide, direct and solve day to day problems of people. My answer, however, demands further clarification and support from the works of other scholars. I will examine a number of theories to ascertain the existence of religion and its functionality in the world today. My reflection will be based on Karl Marx’s social theory of functionalist approach. The theory indicates that religion can be viewed as social institution that is dependent mainly on the economic and material realities. In an attempt to break the impasse of these mystery, some discussion have been laid to create a clear meaning of religion. These debates are mostly based on the post-foundational political theory whereby day to day activities are relied upon in defining religion (Ostwalt, 7).  In addition to the latter, another kind of explanation shows how religion can be conceptualized through political ideals of Ernesto Lachaus, the Judith butler and Michel Foucault. They portray religion as an establishment of history.  I will consider each the contribution of each theory in answering the question, ‘why does religion exist?’ 
According to Karl Marx reductionist approach, religion is mainly concerned with the nature of belief possessed by several human beings (Fullin, 400).  Karl’s theory suggests that, religion can be viewed as a social institution that mostly depend on the material and the economic realities. He argues that religion is a reflection of an imaginary world that provides a reason as well as excuses to keep the society functioning. From the theory, Karl Marx has tries to identify some communism in the bible. However the most sincere part is the devout to Christians. In my view communism tends to command how the society share their income, the sharing is determined by the labor, the ability towards the completed activity as well as the needs presented by each of the member. With such communism, the people lived and cared for each other (Fullin, 400). However I believe that Karl Marx did not address the issue of religion fully as addressed by other theorists, like Max Weber. Max weber defined the term religion as an art of expressing humanity and discerning its meaning. 
Max Weber used all the sociology methods to ensure that the religion concept has been acknowledged by all. More of the theoretical work presented by Max Weber revolves around the social impact of religion to the society which was not well presented by Karl Marx. Karl had a general view on socialism which made Weber to act as a ghost in Karl Marx invention to dig into details about the socialism in religion. In my own view, I believe that Weber was able to create an impact because he was able to urge a large number of people to have secular working environment which lead to the current capitalism levels in the world today (Ostwalt, 7). Unlike the communism level presented by Karl Marx which was not a self-enlarging and less was earned. The capitalism level has continued to dominate in the world today and hence a practical application of Max Weber theory. In his view Weber presents religion as an essential tool for improvement of people welfare. 
Religion has been part of the society since time immemorial. All human being have been part of the religion civilization and hence believing in God or the transcendent. However, the term belief has been the issue with many human being who hope for a chance in eternal happiness. As time goes different religions and beliefs have continued to exist and hence raising an issue with inconsistency. From Karl Marx theory, there are many different religions which use different versions of view but all relate to one god. Religion often has some paradox about heaven and its existence, despite the fact that it provides people with what is right or wrong. Many atrocities that have been committed for so many years are judged on religious perspective. For instance, atrocities like the jihad and the numerous ethnical cleansings are religious based. This leaves one with no option as to the impact of religion to the society and the over-hindrances of the truth that is buried in its existence.
In most areas around the world religion has been highly studied as an academic discipline. The move tries to incorporate sense in to the existence and practice of religious beliefs. The studies range from Christian religion education, Islamic religion and Hindus religion education. All these study have different belief and hold different theories of their very own religion. Islam also believes in Mohammed whereas Christians believe in Jesus who they believe he come to bring salvation to them. All these theories are not well explained but have never been disputed. They strengthen the need and existence of religion. Remarkably, if religion creates a sense of belonging, unity and magnify the purpose of living among the members of each cadre why then would it not exist? The religions also show effort of improving the knowledge base of their leaders/priests/imams by training them since it is worth being led by knowledgeable leaders.  
Anthropological theories address existence of religion differently. According to Stewart Guthrie one of the scholars of anthropology, religion is used in many social institution like schools government and even non-governmental organization to champion what is vital and sacred in the society. The theory is not different from sociology theories. Notably, in sociology religion is the study of belief, practice and organization with the help of forms and imagery. It explains why different religious cults have different objects and subjects of holy honor. Religion is an academic activity that began in the year 1897 which was related by catholic based researchers (Bibby, 130). It includes objectives that are studies through quantitative analysis method such as survey, polls, demographic and census analysis. It also included observation and even interviewing people on their view on religion. 
According to some reference of the late 19th century and 20th century most known by Emile Durkheim, Max weber and Karl Marx were greatly interested in religion and its effect, these motivated them to study religion and help people understand it better according to the studies they demonstrated religion as a strong social variable, in today world religion is arguably the biggest element that people lean on. It is present in every social aspect of life. According to Marx theory the rise of European industrialism it was witnessed that religion took a dramatic growth. 
From the theories, and numerous gain from class work, I understand that there are several reasons as to why religion exists. These reasons can be compared to the various theories as to why religion exists.  First, it exists to solve conflicts. A conflict is a situation where there is a misunderstanding among people. In such a time people cannot really agree on some social parameters or even political reason. Where conflict exist there is no peace among people and that may result to civil wars or internal war. Religion is however, a symbol of unity and reconciliation. Amidst members of same religion peace prevails and amicus solutions to problems are sought. Sharing same religion and belief ensures that conflicting interest are curtailed by a number of principles and beliefs. It is hence of great importance for one to note the unifying symbol of religion and the prosperity that it brings to people by ensuring that they live in harmony.  
Secondly, the existence of religion guarantees the integration of humanity. According to Karl Marx theory, every religion had a basic definition of what is right and wrong. Religion defines what is ethically right and wrong. It also goes further to provide moral values that can be condoned by its members. Remarkably, in some religions there are stipulated consequences of failing to act morally (Stein, 25). All this provisions given by various religions enable people to integrate and live in harmony. Notably, before the formation of formal governments religion gave simple rules that governed members of a community sharing it. How people integrate and interact is in large extent governed by the religion people share hence the need of existence.
In the above text I have covered the sociology theory of religion and the way it tries to explain the origin and continuation of religion in to the mankind. The panel that governs invention has encouraged anyone with another theory to explain it and give fact and prove to account it so that this religion mystery can be solved. The theory has been able to play crucial role as well as in my thinking in relation to religion. I have evaluated several importance of religion while applying Karl Marx thinking on the existence of religion.
In solving problems, religion still remains one of the best and most outstanding problem solving tool that cannot be argued upon. Religion has been used to solve many problems ranging from political to cultural problems. Whenever a political difference occurs in a country there is always a call from all leaders to come together and solve such problem, but for such talk to succeed and be a success religious leaders are invited (Bibby, 130).  Religious leaders are considered as front runners when matters to do with peace are involved. In matters of a country politics religion leaders are not supposed to express their political stances in public in order to avoid conflict among their followers. This is because political differences are the core source of conflict among people as they attempt to control resources of the country leading to civil wars as witnessed in many African countries. If religion leaders are isolated in such issues the country is divided and the peace of her people is tampered with which may lead to mass killing.
Lastly, social identification of people is another reason why religion exists. Religion oriented people have taken different ways of life. Different people view religion in different perspective. The latter explains why there are numerous religions in the globe each different and distinct. For instance, Muslims have their own different believe (Stein, 20) Christians also view religion in different way and have their own way of doing things. This ranges from the food they eat and the clothes they wear. The same applies to the Hindu religion which view religion in their own different way. All these forms are accepted and respected since that is their belief. These religious views differentiate people from one group of religion to another. Religion can hence be used as a tool to different people who view it in different perspective from others. There is a group of people who have no belief in any kind of religion these people are commonly referred as pagans. These kind of people do not believe in anything and they do not associate themselves with any kind of religion whatever. Religion is of great importance to mankind and this explains its existence since time immemorial. 
In summation, religion exists to guide, direct and solve day to day problems of people. It is of great importance to human and that explains why they have embraced ever since the existence of the world. Different scholars have tried to explain why the religion exists but they have not conclusively arrived at an answer. However, a trace of the number of benefits that religion has provided to people it is easy to pinpoint why it exists to date. For instance, it is a symbol of unity as it binds members of a particular religion together. Remarkably, even though there are different religions across the globe each has been sufficient to its followers.
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